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HONORED RABBI, CANTOR, FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

AS I STAND BEFORE YOU THIS SABBATH, I AM FILLED WITH GREAT PRIDE.
I HAVE LOOKED FORWARD TO THIS SABBATH EVER SINCE I WAS ABLE TO
APPRECIATE OUR HOLY TORAH AND OUR BEAUTIFUL FAITH. I WELCOME ALL
OF YOU WHO HAVE COME TO PARTICIPATE AND REJOICE IN MY BAR
MITZVAH. THE PORTION OF THE TORAH WHICH WE READ TODAY IS KI
SISSO. I HAVE OFTEN WONDERED WHY IT IS THAT MOSES WAS CONSIDERED
OUR GREATEST LEADER. AS WE ALL KNOW, THROUGH HIM WE RECEIVED THE
TORAH, AND HE WAS OUR LEADER WHEN WE LEFT EGYPT, BUT WE HAVE
ALWAYS HAD GREAT LEADERS. WHY THEN WAS MOSES SINGLED OUT? I
BELIEVE THIS TORAH PORTION SHOWS ME WHY MOSES IS CONSIDERED OUR
GREATEST LEADER. IN IT WE WERE TOLD OF MOSES'S AFFECTION AND
DEVOTION FOR HIS PEOPLE. WHEN THE ISRAELITES WORSHIPPED THE
GOLDEN CALF, HASHEM WAS SO ANGRY WITH THE JEWS THAT HE WISHED TO
PUNISH THEM FOR THEIR INGRATITUDE. BUT MOSES PLEADED WITH
HASHEM, "BETTER YOU SHOULD BLOT ME OUT OF THY BOOKS THAN DESTROY
THE JEWISH PEOPLE". MOSES LIVED FOR HIS PEOPLE, IF THE
ISRAELITES WERE TO BE DESTROYED, HE HAD NO DESIRE FOR LIFE. THE
DEVOTION MOSES DISPLAYED FOR HASHEM'S PEOPLE AND HIS TEACHINGS IS

AN INSPIRATION TO ALL OF US.
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IN THIS TORAH PORTION WE ALSO LEARN OF THE 13 ATTRIBUTES OF
G-D. THESE ATTRIBUTES GIVE US A DEFINITION OF G-D IN ETHICAL
TERMS. NOT ONLY ARE WE CREATED IN G-D'S IMAGE, BUT WE SHOULD
IMITATE HIS NATURE AS WELL. MOSES KNEW THAT THE WAY WE WOULD
BECOME MOST HUMAN IS BY IMITATING G-D. TO BE MERCIFUL, TO TRY TO
END SUFFERING, TO BE GRACIOUS IN HELPING THE OPPRESSED, TO BE
SLOW TO ANGER AND TO SPEAK THE TRUTH WITH LOVE.....NOT TO HURT
OUR FELLOW MAN. IT IS THESE ATTRIBUTES WHICH MADE MOSES OUR
GREATEST LEADER OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE. MOSES KNEW THAT HE HAD TO
BE PATIENT WITH THE ISRAELITES AND THEIR MISTAKES. HE EVEN WENT
AS FAR AS TO PLEAD WITH G-D TO FORGIVE THE JEWISH PEOPLE ONCE

AGAIN.

I HOPE AND PRAY THAT AS I GROW UP I WILL REMEMBER THE LESSON OF
MY TORAH PORTION AND ALWAYS LEARN TO BE PATIENT AND LOVING,
FORGIVING THE INSULTS OF OTHERS AND ALWAYS WORKING TO HELP MYSELF
AND OTHERS IMPROVE. IT IS THESE ATTRIBUTES WHICH WILL HELP ME
BECOME A BETTER PERSON, A USEFUL MEMBER OF THE SYNAGOGUE AND THE
JEWISH COMMUNITY, AND A GUIDELINE BY WHICH I HOPE ALL OF US WILL

LIVE TO FOLLOW.
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WORDS CANNOT EXPRESS MY DEEP GRATITUDE AND LOVE TO MY DEAR MOTHER
AND GRANDPARENTS WHO HAVE ALWAYS STOOD BY ME AND TAUGHT ME RIGHT
FROM WRONG. I THANK THEM FOR THEIR LOVE, DEVOTION, GUIDANCE AND

THE STRENGTH THEY HAVE GIVEN ME.

I AM GRATEFUL TO OUR RABBI, CANTOR, AND MY TEACHERS FOR ALL
THEIR PATIENCE, GUIDANCE, INSTRUCTION AND UNDERSTANDING. AT THIS
TIME, I PRAY TO HASHEM TO GUIDE ME TO FOLLOW THE PATH OF MY
FAMILY AND TEACHERS, SO THAT I MAY BRING HONOR AND GLORY TO THEM,

TO ISRAEL, AND TO MANKIND. AMEN.




